Simplified

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 2019-F &= B A= X 3£ 5

Luke 2:1-20 $& A& & 2: 1-20

Once upon a time there was a young lady due to be married to the handsome woodworker.
They were about to journey to a distant land when Mary’s Angel Godfather Gabriel came
down and said — Good news! You will bear a prince! Joseph the woodworker and Mary set
off to their distant hometown of Bethlehem. The Evil romans had called a census, and so
everyone had to go to their home down.
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When they arrived, the town was full! Not even peoples guest rooms where free! Mary
gave birth to the prince — Jesus! And they lay him down in a manger with all the talking
and singing animals. The shepherds Bozo, Flopso, and Greg came to visit and the
mysterious Magi came and gave gifts. And everyone learnt a good lesson about love and
sharing. And that’s the end of the story.

LBk, i ECHTA! ZEZRX AT HARETT EF—IIRHK!
ALK A DA B A T A R iE e @ R —A . KFARF. hEHFD

AR, AR LLRT, FE TS, EAARFRI TA T Ao Fo0E
3F—iR, XA K FRY LI,

That’s a lovely fairy tale isn’t it. We love a good fairy tale. Movies and TV shows are full
of great fairy tales. They’re in the stories we read and tell our kids. And Christmas can
often look like a fairy tale. That story that I told is mostly like the story of Christmas.
When it’s like that though, we can lose so much of the beauty of Christmas. When it gets
turned into a nice fairy tale it disconnects it with the historical event, and the enormity that
God became Human.
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So tonight as we look at the old old story of Christmas, we’ll put that story back into its

context. We’ll see how when that story is back in the bigger picture it’s part of God’s story
for salvation.
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Fairy tales of Salvation
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At the start of Luke’s retelling of Jesus’ birth, he grounds it in history.
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He starts verse 1,
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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

AAREE T, JURELEHATEE, MEBARBREILF £, 2 XH—REITF
A B R AR AL B ARITE . 3 RAZEFEI, HIEEIT,

Caesar Augustus was a man named Octavian. He was the Son of Julius Caesar’ Nephew.
He became the sole ruler of the Roman Empire after he defeated Antony and Cleopatra.
And then he was given the title Augustus, which means Majestic or Holy. He was the first
Emperor to encourage people to worship him as a god. There was a fantastical story that
he was miraculously conceived by a serpent.
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There is an inscription in the British museum that says;
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He is God, the Son of God and Saviour. Bringer of peace and hope and good news.
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This 1s was all happening between 5-10 years before Jesus Christ was born. And it was
spread around as the gospel, good news. It was good for the emperor’s rule to encourage
stories. It gave him a mandate from heaven. “I’ve taken over, I’m in control and even the
gods are for me.”
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It is no mistake that Luke mentions the ruler who described himself as the Son of God and
saviour at the start of Jesus’ tale.
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God’s story of salvation
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Luke speaks into this historical situation. While there is a fairy tale being spread around as
good news, Luke speaks about the real good news, and the true saviour of the world.
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Luke brings a contrast between Augustus and a baby. One who calls himself the son of

God and the other who is called the son of God by God himself. We’ll see this contrast
when we get to the angel’s message.
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Joseph and his fiancé Mary have headed to Bethlehem because of Augustus’ census. And
they give birth after they arrive. But there was no guest room available, so they placed
their baby, Jesus, into a manger.
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An angel brings good news of a saviour. Not Augustus, but the true saviour. Angels in the
bible often conjures up images of big fluffy wings. But the term Angel just means
messenger. They’re God’s posties, they deliver his mail. God sends a message with his
messenger into this era. A message to counter the ruler who has set himself up with his
own fairy tale as the God and Saviour.
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The angel speaks in verse 9,
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An angel of the lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a
Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you;
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
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A saviour! The one true saviour has been born. And he is the Messiah, which means that
he is the one chosen and anointed by God, not some Roman ruler. Wrapped in a manger,
which is a beautiful contradiction, of very high place and power and lowly position.
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This 1s God’s story of salvation. That salvation would come to a people desperate to be
saved.
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God’s story of salvation is written in a way no fairy tale would tell it. Yes, there is a
miraculous birth, but to an unlikely mother. Born in a town of little importance or
significance. The good news sent by God himself does not go to those who can write
songs about it, or send it out fastest on horseback. The good news doesn’t go to royalty or
spread in the fastest way. God sends his messenger out to the shepherds. Disliked, dirty,
despised people of questionable character and taste. They get visited by a whole army of
angels praising God.
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As unlikely as the birth is, the story continues. The shepherds visit Mary, Joseph and Jesus
and then spread the news.
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The good news about this Saviour is that he has come to even the lowliest of the low. Even
they have a place before him. Even they have a role to play in this new kings kingdom.
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God’s story of salvation continues in ways that we would not write it.
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The great God-man, Jesus, who never disobeys his father is ridiculed and murdered.
Shamed before all people on the cross. His best friends flee and hide. This salvation does
not look mighty like Caesar Augustus’. It is not a triumphant tale like we would tell. But
Jesus’ triumph, God’s story of salvation, is shown in weakness. This salvation is not a
battle but a man humbly being led to a tree to die.
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He was raised three days later, but he doesn’t appear to his enemies and destroy them in an
attempt to gain a victory. The real enemy was defeated. Sin and Death itself. This is not a
fairy tale. This is no propaganda to prop up an ruler’s power. This is not a story that we
would write. But this is how the God of the universe would intervene and save his people.
This good news is proclaimed one quiet night to shepherds about a boy that was born, who
1S our saviour.
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Our Story is God’s story
RMHGKFRLFGRF

Now at this point we could leave it all there. We could leave it in the past. Even if it is all
true, that Jesus is the Son of God and the saviour of the world. The Angels told the truth.
Maybe it’s just a 2,000 year old truth. Why care?
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It is good news today because it’s not just an old story of God’s. We are part of God’s
story.
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This is still our story. And we need this story.
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Yes, technology has changed. Life expectancy has changed. The quality of food, and
housing, and education has all changed. But who we are at our core is still the same.
People desperate for a saviour.
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We have become more advanced, but we are still fighting wars. Wars against other

countries, other ethnicities, other members of our family. Each writing our own story of
what we want to save us.
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We want to be in control of our story, and have our own version of our saviour.
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If you were going to write a fairy tale about yourself, I’'m not sure what kind of person
you’d be. The strong warrior, ready to save other people. The princess in the high tower
waiting for someone else to save you. The person in charge of the kingdom. These are all
wish fulfilment. Because we want to have value, and have someone care enough about us
that they’d fight a dragon. We wish we had enough power to influence a country.
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We want to write our own fairy tales, with us as the hero. We’ll be the saviour. Or this
thing will be the saviour. When we do that, we’re pretty much the same as Caesar
Augustus, who wrote his fairy tale story with himself at the centre.
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Our story has already been written. It is a part of God’s bigger story.
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God’s story of salvation is not written the way we would write it. But we need this
Christmas to remind us that we are the ones who need to be saved. Saved from making life
all about us. Saved from our sins.
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In God’s story of salvation, we are not the hero or the princess. We are most like the
shepherds. To God we are sinful, dirty, damaged. But this Christmas story reminds us that
God loves these kinds of people. The angel came and told them the news first! That Jesus
had been born and that they had a role to play in his story of salvation.
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We don’t need to build our lives up into great fairy tales because God already has us in his
story.
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Like the shepherds, God shares the good news with us. He takes us to see the birth of
Jesus. Not because we are special or the hero, but because God is special. He is the hero.
And he invites us to be a part of his story of salvation.
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I'love how the shepherds respond to meeting a baby. Vs 17,
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They spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child. And all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
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Vs 20,

207,
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen.
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They get invited to be like the angels. The angels came and shared God’s message and
then sang praising God. And then the shepherds come and visit Jesus, and go off sharing
God’s message about this saviour and praising God.
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They were the lowly people and get brought into God’s story. They had the chance to see
it and spread God’s story with great joy!
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We are invited into God’s story of salvation just like the Shepherds. Desperate people who
need a saviour so that we don’t make our own.
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And we’re invited to share God’s good news with the rest of the world. And we can praise
God, like the shepherds and the angels saying Glory to God in the highest heaven.
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Christmas isn’t a fairy tale. It is a reminder of how much we need God to save us. And
how he invites us to be part of his story. The story that is told again every year at
Christmas and every Sunday. Take time to dwell on Jesus like the shepherds did, and let’s
praise God now.
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